CANAL ZONE IN  1915
of Turkish good faith, had not come forward to take
their place. Yet every channel of communication was
by no means closed, and, had the Ottoman Govern-
ment exercised intelligent ingenuity, it should not
have been beyond their power to inform Egypt that
the Turkish Army was coming to Cairo to free her
from servitude. They never did so. Either from
stupidity or from carelessness, the Ottoman Govern-
ment had not taken the trouble to understand the
true nature of Egyptian sentiment. They started
the war with the complacent belief that hostility In
Egypt towards Great Britain sprang from a profound
affection for Turkey. Never was an impression more
Inaccurate. It was based upon vague assurances
from Sheikh Shawish Abdel Aziz and other political
refugees from Egypt, all equally Irresponsible and
untrustworthy advisers, that their countrymen, burn-
ing to throw off the yoke of the Christian oppressors,
only awaited a signal from Turkey to rise in revolt.
Also it Is certain that Constantinople completely
miscalculated the effect which the dispatch of an
armed force Into Egyptian territory would produce
upon the national spirit of the Invaded country.
They hoped that its advance would increase in Cairo
and elsewhere the number of sympathizers with
Ottoman aims. Actually the reverse was the case.
Apart from these misconceptions, the Turk possesses
neither aptitude nor taste for propaganda. No people
should practise that double-edged weapon unless they
have a definite objective and are prepared to give
formal guarantees. Since Turks can neither formu-
late a policy nor keep a promise, propaganda is not
for them.
If proof Is required of Egyptian apathy towards the
Invader, the behaviour of the native population at
Port Said, a notorious stronghold of fanaticism, In the
closing days of January 1915 will supply it. There

